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TUKEY'S BRIDGE
PORTLAND, MAINE
SEPTEMBER 24, 1960

P re p a re d b y th e
MAINE STA TE H IG H W A Y COMMISSION

PROGRAM

D EDICATIO N OF T U K E Y ’ S BRIDGE
at
Portland, Maine
September 2 4 , 1960
2:00 P. M.
Parade arrives at Tukey’s Bridge.
Dedication Ceremonies.
Master of Ceremonies
Mitchell Cope, Council Chairman, Portland
Invocation
Reverend Wilburn Miller, First Parish Church, Portland
Speakers
David H. Stevens, Chairman, Maine State Highway Commission
William S. Linnell, President, Greater Portland Chamber of Commerce
Barrett C. Nichols, Co-chairman, Downtown Task Force
City Council Chairman Mitchell Cope cuts ribbon to officially open Tukey’ s Bridge.
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Sumner S. Clark
Harold E. Frank
Harold G. Loring
Perley J. Lessard, D.D.S.

Ben B. Wilson
Julian H. Orr, City Manager

TUKEY'S BRIDGE
Back Cove in Portland was first spanned in 1796 by a
narrow, 650-foot wooden draw bridge built on a pile foun
dation. The original bridge was built by a group of Port
land businessmen under a charter from the Massachusetts
Colony naming them, “ The Proprietors of Back Cove
Bridge.” Early in its history people began calling the struc
ture “ Tukey’s Bridge” after one of the first toll collectors, a
man named Lemuel Tukey, who also owned and operated a
tavern on the Portland shore. It became a free bridge in
1837, and was replaced by the old truss structure which
served from 1898 to 1959.
Today, a modern, six-lane, high-level bridge has been
completed and is carrying traffic across Back Cove. The fa
cility is one of the first steps in the construction of Interstate
295, a loop which in the future will pass through the city,
connecting with the main line, Interstate 95, to the north
and south. New Tukey’s Bridge is a four-span steel and
concrete structure carrying two roadways each 38 feet wide,
separated by a 4-foot median with a 4-foot sidewalk on the
east side.
The main bridge is part of a $3 million project which
called for not only the structure over the channel but the
construction of two grade separation structures on the south
shore and a pedestrian overpass on the north shore. This
Interstate project was financed 90% by the Federal govern
ment and 10% by the State.
The Tukey’s Bridge project involved three major oper
ations which got underway more or less simultaneously.
The first was to build large fills from the north and south
banks that extend out into the water and carry the ap
proaches. This part of the work meant moving over a half
million yards of material plus 14,000 yards of rock. The
fill on the Deering side was accompanied by a muck prob
lem; thousands of yards of mud flats had to be excavated
before construction crews could build up the big approach
fill on firm footing. The second operation was the’ removal
of about 150,000 yards of earth from a section of Eastern
Promenade. The third major part of the work was the erec
tion of the main bridge and the overpasses.
In the plans for construction certain factors were taken
into consideration by the State Highway Commission. Be
cause of the necessity of maintaining traffic, the new bridge
was built 90 feet easterly of the old bridge permitting use of

that structure for carrying traffic during the period of con
struction. The proposed development of Back Cove as a
recreation area required provision for navigation. Draw
bridges are avoided wherever possible because of the de
lay and hazard to highway traffic. The requirement for
boats to be using Back Cove and for dredges to maintain
the basin meant that the new bridge must have a vertical
clearance of 30 feet above mean high water. The clearance
was approved by the U. S. Corps of Engineers.
The old truss, which the present Tukey’s Bridge replaced,
had been inadequate for the amount of traffic carried for
several years. The timber grids, upon which the piers were
built, were attacked by marine borers causing crushing of
the wood and settlement. The draw had its last opening in
1957 when the machinery failed making future operation
impossible. Even when the State took over the maintenance
of this bridge in 1933 there was serious corrosion of the
steel.
The contract for the new 500 foot Tukey’s Bridge was
awarded by the State Highway Commission to W. H. Hinman, Inc., of Westbrook, April 30, 1958. The contract in
cluded everything to complete the bridge and approaches
except the permanent signing.
The Portland Loop, Interstate 295, is now under construc
tion north of Tukey’s Bridge to a point where it rejoins the
main line at the Falmouth Spur of the Maine Turnpike.
South of the new bridge the location of the proposed exten
sion of Interstate 295 runs along the east bank of Back
Cove, skirts Deering Oaks and continues to the junction of
Park Avenue and St. John Street. Beyond this point two
lines are being studied. One extends westerly to connect
with the Maine Turnpike. The other runs southerly along
Valley Street, over Veterans Memorial Bridge to connect
with the South Portland Spur of the Maine Turnpike.
North o f the Loop, Interstate 95 is under construction to
the north bank of Royal River in Yarmouth. It is expected
that the expressway between Tukey’s Bridge and the Yar
mouth South interchange will be opened to traffic by the fall
of 1961 and through to Cousins River by 1963. At that time
motorists will be able to drive over a four-lane divided high
way between Portland and Brunswick. Tukey’s Bridge,
which is being dedicated today, is an important link in this
system that will provide an efficient, safe approach into the
heart of Portland.
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